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 Allow participants to struggle and make decisions together. 

 Refrain from offering solutions during activities.  

 We recommend that adults do not talk among themselves during activities as it is easy 

for youth to be distracted. 

 Communication is the key to a successful experience. Please let us know about any con-

cerns. We will gladly address the issue and work to solve the problem.  

 Ensure youth get enough rest, water and nutrition.  

 Make space for participants to work problems out for themselves and hold themselves 

accountable for each other’s behavior. Allow them to make safe mistakes as they learn 
the consequences of various choices. 

 Show your confidence that every person can make a positive contribution to the group.  

 Plan opportunities for participants to connect their Pathfinder experiences to their daily 

lives and apply what they learn on the trip. 

 Engage participants in conversation about the trip – what are they getting out of it? 

What have they learned that they can apply to their ongoing lives? Observe and take 
mental notes on these topics for discussion in the months following the trip.  

Experiential Education 

Why Do We Do It 

Pathfinder’s mission is to deliver fun, challenging 
adventures that help people learn about them-

selves, others and the environment. 

We believe that consciously teaching character and 
community building is a vital part of the  

lifelong learning process. 
 

How We Do It 

The Association for Experiential Education 

regards experiential education as “a philosophy...in 
which educators purposefully engage with learners 

in direct experience and focused reflection in order 

to increase knowledge, develop skills, clarify val-

ues, and develop people’s capacity to contribute to 

their communities.” 

How can chaperones help participants get 
the most of their Pathfinder program? 


